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6 September 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, Indochina Division 25X1A
THROUGH : Chief, North Vietnam Branch $4(-

REFERENCE . c1a report [N : <= 5 R
25X1C I

25X1C

1. The referenced report states that North Vietnamese civil
defense measures throughout the country have effectively minimized
casualties resulting from US airstrikes, and that in the city of
Haiphong the number of persons killed and wounded averaged only
"0.3 persons per air attack." Investigation shows that the factor
probably relates to casualtles per attack sortie, a base which
more closely coincides with other estimates of casualties in Halphong.

2. The cumulative record of airstrikes within a ten-mile radius
of Haiphong includes some 200 strikes comprising around 2,000 attack
sorties against all types of targets. Application of the reported
casualty factor would produce 60 or 600 total casualties. The larger
figure compares favorably with the sum of an estimated 220 casualties
based on photography to October 1967 and North Vietnamese claims of
300 casualties inflicted during the fourth quarter of 1967, when
strikes in the Haiphong area were fairly intensive. A rate of 0.3
casualties per attack sortie, therefore, appears reasohable although
its application probably should be limited to cities with defenses
and population comparable to Haiphong's. Purthermore, to reflect the
experience of two years of ailrstrikes, the time-frame should be
confined to the year 1967 when 95 percent of the strikes against
Haiphong took place.

3. The general tenor of the report confirms previous impressions
that casualties resulting from alrstrikes in North Vietnam have been
25X1C minimal. || zevorte thet for the 17 million inhabitants of North
Vietnam at the end of February 1968 there reportedly existed 34
million individual shelters, 15 million shelters for three to four
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persons, and 26,250 kilometers of connecting trenches. This shelter
reputedly is so effective that 90 percent of the casuvalties to date
occur outside of bunkers and shelters. In addition, analysis of US
tactical flight procedure has permitted North Vietnam to anticipate
the destination of attacking aircraft and escalation of the air war,
enabling them to give timely warning of airstrikes and to evacuate
large numbers of people from the cities.

25X1A

-

TOP SEGRET

ApmwwMWQWWAWMQMWOWOM



| Approved For Release 206065/ BECRERDP78T02095R000700050003-8

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS CODE WORD MATERIAL

WARNING

This document contains classified information affecting the national
security of the United States within the meaning of the espionage
laws, US Code, Title 18, Sections 793, 794, and 798. The law prohibits
its transmission or the revelation of its contents in any manner to
an unauthorized person, as well as its use in any manner prejudicial
to the safety or interest of the United States or for the benefit of any
foreign government to the detriment of the United States.

THIS DOCUMENT MUST BE KEPT IN COMMUNICATIONS
INTELLIGENCE CHANNELS AT ALL TIMES

It is ‘to be seen only by US personnel especially indoctrinated
and authorized to receive COMMUNICATIONS INTELLIGENCE
information; its security must be maintained in accordance with
COMMUNICATIONS INTELLIGENCE REGULATIONS.

No action is to be taken on any COMMUNICATIONS INTELLI-
GENCE which may be contained herein, regardless of the advantages
to be gained, unless such action is first approved by the Director
of Central Intelligence.
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